Study Guide

¥ GROUNDWORK

Comfort for the Troubled in Heart

Like parents giving final instructions to their kids before heading out for the evening, Jesus gives important
truths to his disciples. Clinging to these promises can bring us comfort when worry threatens to take over.
Let's discuss some of the most wonderful promises Jesus ever made to anyone.

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

¢ Have you ever been troubled by something someone said to you? What did you do about it?
e What are some thingsin our world that trouble you?
¢ Why do you think our human tendency is to cheer people up when they are sad, distressed, or troubled?

° LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: Comfort for the Troubled in Heart

READ John 14

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

e While reflecting on John 14:1-6 in segment 1, host Scott Hoezee suggests “we need to change the
acoustics of this passage alittle bit.” How does your understanding or appreciation for the passage
change when you think about Jesus' tone being pastoral, twinged with compassion and grief rather
than declarative and triumphant?

o Why does it matter that Jesus can sympathize with our troubles? Why should it comfort us to have a
God who understands because he experienced these troubles too?

¢ |n segment 2, the conversation identifies three promises Jesus makes to his disciples before he leaves
them: 1) aplace, 2) his presence by his Holy Spirit, and 3) his return and reunion with him. Which is
the greatest comfort to you when you' re feeling troubled? Why?

e It's human nature—our instinct—to do something when someone is hurting; we want to cure, solve, or
fix atroubled heart. But al Jesus Christ tellsusto do is love; love God, and love each other. What are
some ways you can continue to love God when your heart is troubled? In what ways can you continue
to love others while in a situation that troubles you?

RELATED PASSAGES for further study

John 13, Matthew 22:36-40, John 16:16-33

CONCLUSION

Close your time of study and reflection in prayer. Use the one below or consider writing one of your own.


https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/comfort-for-the-troubled-in-heart
https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/comfort-for-the-troubled-in-heart
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014%3A1-6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22:36-40+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16:16-33+&version=NIV

Lord, thank you for revealing yourself to usin Jesus.
Thank you for assuring us through Christ that you understand our troubles.

Jesus, you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

When we are troubled and need direction,
remind us to seek our way in you.

When our hearts are troubled by confusion or deception,
remind usto seek our truth in you.

When our hearts are troubled, lacking motivation or meaning,
remind usto seek our lifein you.

Help usto love with alove like yours.

And as we seek you and practice loving like you, despite our circumstances,
may we discover serenity and peace in the depths of our hearts.

In Jesus name,
Amen.
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