Study Guide

¥ GROUNDWORK

Contend for the Faith

Charisma easily blinds us from seeing lies. Promoting part of a teaching and rejecting another |eads to
confusion. It's quite possible that the greatest threat to the Christian faith comes from within itself. This
struggle is not new; heresy and false teaching have challenged the church since it's beginning. Join
Groundwork as we study Jude’'s urgent memo to remain vigilant, recognize perversions of the gospel truth,
and commit ourselves to God who can uphold us.

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

¢ When have you encountered someone who claimed to be a Christian following Jesus Christ, but whose
beliefs or teachings were different from what you believe the Bible teaches about Jesus and how we
should live our faith? What was your relationship to that person? How did you feel in that situation?

How did you respond? Or, did you even respond at all?
e What does “contend for the faith” mean to you? What do you think it looks like for a believer to

contend for the faith?

° LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: Contend for the Faith

READ Jude

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

¢ Have you ever been tempted to go ahead and commit a sin because you know God forgives? What did
you decide to do? How did it affect your faith or your witness?

e Where have you identified false or compromised teachings about Jesus Christ, or about how believers
should live, in your own community? How about in our culture at large? How do you protect your faith
from that kind of influence?

e Isit possibleto avoid heresy without being legalistic? Where do you see there isroom for flexibility
and where do you not see room for flexibility? How do you find the balance?

e What does it mean to you that God takes delight in you? What does it mean to you that Jesus will be
filled with joy when he presents you without fault to the heavenly Father?

RELATED PASSAGES for further study

Romans 6, Jeremiah 23:16-17, 2 Peter 3, Zephaniah 3:16-17



https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/contend-for-the-faith
https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/contend-for-the-faith
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+23:16-17+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3:16-17+&version=NIV

CONCLUSION

Read and pray over Jude verses 20-23.

But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, keep yourselvesin God' s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring
you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire;
to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.

Seek the one who can keep you from stumbling. Pray for earsto hear and a heart in tune with the Holy Spirit.
Ask God to protect your faith, and to give you wisdom to know how and when he's calling you to contend
for the faith with urgency and mercy.
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