Study Guide

¥ GROUNDWORK

God Remembers Our Work

Most of us encounter some frustration or dissatisfaction with our work, whether our work is paid or unpaid. It
may be one aspect we don't enjoy or it may be that the entire job feels meaningless. Studying passagesin
Ecclesiastes and Psalms reveals how our faith in God can give us new perspective on our work - even if our
circumstances and situations do not change - helping us find eternal value and purposein al our earthly
tasks.

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

¢ Inwhat ways has the redlity of afallen creation affected the work you do? What frustrations, tedium,
purposel essness, etc do you experience in your work and how might they be the result of asin-sick
creation?

e How would you describe the purpose of work? What do you do to motivate yourself when thereisa
task you do not want to do or when you simply do not want to work?

° LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: God Remembers Our Work

READ Ecclesiastes 2:17-23, Ecclesiastes 3:9-14, Psalm 90:14-17

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

¢ Insegment 1, hosts Scott Hoezee and Dave Bast discuss some of the more grievous ways sin has
corrupted work. How does your faith in Jesus Christ affect you as a consumer? What are some ways
yOou can improve your awareness or change your purchasing habits to become a more responsible
consumer? It can be overwhelming and intimidating to be an individual consumer in aworld filled
with corrupt, broken industries - after brainstorming ways you can become a more responsible
consumer, which one or two changes seem most manageabl e to incorporate into your life right now?

e How have your feelings toward your work affected your faith? What positive and negative impacts
have your work experiences had on your faith?

e Consider the conversation in segment 2 on Ecclesiastes 3. When you consider God’ s perspective on
work, how does your perspective on work change? When you consider the eternal perspective or
lasting impact, what changes?

e How might your work contribute to God' s larger plan or purpose in the world? What could the eternal
consequences of your work be? What are some changes you can make so that your faith can begin
impacting your work as opposed to your work affecting your faith?

RELATED PASSAGES for further study

John 5:16-30, 1 Corinthians 3:5-15



https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/god-remembers-our-work
https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/god-remembers-our-work
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+2:17-23+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3:9-14+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+90:14-17+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%203&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5:16-30+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3:5-15+&version=NIV

CONCLUSION

Create away to remind yourself of the eternal value of your work: try drawing a picture, journaling, writing a
letter to yourself, or something else that will be meaningful to you. Then rewrite Psalm 90:16-17 as a prayer.
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