Study Guide

¥ GROUNDWORK

God'sMission

Ever since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, God has been on a mission to redeem his people and restore
his kingdom. Y et as Christians we regularly lament the state of the world in which we live; we question
God's ways and his plans because they challenge our expectations and understandings. But God has already
proven heis sovereign and that he has ultimate control; human will and human choices will not change his
final outcome. We have hope because we can see that in Christ, God fulfilled the promises he made to restore
and rebuild Israel through the prophet Isaiah and that he will use the most unlikely people as the meansto
accomplish hismission.

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

¢ When you find yourself lamenting the brokenness of our world, what gives you hope?
e How would you define the word sovereign? What does it mean that God is sovereign?

° LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: God's Mission

READ lsaiah 45

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

e Asbelievers, we are living in aforeign land. Our ultimate home is the kingdom of God and we wait for
its full inauguration here on earth. I1t's why we lament the brokenness of the world and long for things
to be the way God designed and intended. Considering this reality, how can we relate to the prophet
speaking to the Israglites in exile, even if in our present circumstances we aren’t refugees or exiles
ourselves?

¢ When have you been tempted to question God' s revealed plans or the people through whom he chooses
to work? Or when have you been tempted to attribute an event to God’ s wrath? Why was this a
temptation? What did you learn from the experience? What does this | saiah passage suggest we should
say or do in these circumstances?

e Consider the behavior, beliefs, and values of our society, what aspects do you find concerning?
Regarding these concerns, where do you find comfort that things do not happen simply by chance, but
that ultimately God has control and can work through believers and unbelievers alike, no matter the
individual’ s own motivations?

e Areyou at all afraid of what God will ask of you if you fully dedicate yourself to him and surrender so
that he can work through you to accomplish his mission? Why or why not?

RELATED PASSAGES for further study

Philippians 2:1-11, John 19:1-16, Ephesians 2:1-10



https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/gods-mission
https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/gods-mission
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+45+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2:1-11+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19:1-16+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2:1-10+&version=NIV

CONCLUSION

Read Isaiah 55:8-11. Again God affirms that his ways and his words can be trusted. Spend some time
identifying the things that concern or worry you in your own life, in your community, and in the world. Lay
your concerns before the Lord and trust in him. Pray he will give you eyesto see him at work in the people

and events around you and pray for the Holy Spirit’s prompting when God is calling you to participate in his
mission.
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