Study Guide

¥ GROUNDWORK

| Believein the Church, God's Community

Isthe Church a building, a group of people, or some other institution designed by humans? Study the
scriptures to gain a biblical understanding of the Church and the communion of saints. Learn why the
Apostles’ Creed declares we believe in “one, holy catholic Church” even though the Church isfull of
imperfect people and splintered denominations. Discover why Christians talk about the small ¢ “church” and
the big C “Church.” Dig into God's Word with Groundwork and learn why it simpossible to be a believer
without being connected to the body of Christ.

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

e What is the difference between a church and the Church? How has your experience with a particular
church shaped what you believe about the Church?
e Do you think it isimportant to belong to a church? Why or why not?

° LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: | Believe in the Church, God's Community

READ John 10:14-16, Colossians 1:15-18, Ephesians 4:4-6, John 17:21, 1 Peter 2:9, Acts 2:42-27

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

¢ How does the knowledge that you are not only called into a relationship with Jesus, but also into a
relationship with his community impact your faith life and practice? How does this truth affect your
perspective on church?

¢ Reflect on the three beliefs expressed about the Church in the Apostles Creed: one, holy, and catholic
or universal. Which characteristic is the easiest for you to believe and recognize? Why? Which oneis
the most difficult to believe or recognize? Why?

¢ When have you witnessed the holiness of the Church? When has a church failed to be holy or distinct
from the surrounding culture?

e How isthe “communion of saints’ different than the saints celebrated or revered in the Roman
Catholic Church? How has or might reflecting on the communion of saints strengthen your faith?

¢ Where have you witnessed glimpses of the communion of saints, the koinonia, the church asit should
be, the invisible church?

e How can you increase your awareness of the Church-at-large, the communion of saints, the Church
around the world, the Church past and present?

¢ Inwhat ways does your vision or understanding of the church need to grow?

RELATED PASSAGES for further study

Philippians 2:14-16, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31



https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/i-believe-in-the-church-gods-community
https://groundworkonline.com/episodes/i-believe-in-the-church-gods-community
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10:14-16+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1:15-18+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4:4-6+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17:21+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2:9+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:42-27+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2:14-16+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12:12-31+&version=NIV

CONCLUSION

Spend some time reflecting on your experience of the Church and your answers to the above questions. Close
your time of reflection in prayer for Christ’s Church. Pray for your relationship with the Church, for your
local church community, the Church around the world, and for the communion of saints (the church past,
present, and future).
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