
Study Guide

Jars of Clay

"I'm not a missionary or pastor, what could I possibly say?" "I'm not trained in the Bible, I haven't been to
seminary, what if I get wrong?" "They don't want to hear me talk about Jesus. If I say I'm a Christian, they
won't take me seriously." No matter what our reasons, our fear of rejection and insecurity lead many of us to
find witnessing and evangelism intimidating. We may believe we aren't good enough or that our message
isn't flashy enough to compete with culture. But Paul says none of that is necessary. You are a tool for God,
his jar of clay. Just the way you are, with your life story and life experiences, you are useful and capable of
preaching his message. 

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

What do you think is necessary to make the gospel message engaging?
Do you have an opinion about the effectiveness of preaching?

LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: Jars of Clay

READ 2 Corinthians 4:1-12

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

In segment 1, hosts Dave Bast and Scott Hoezee describe  “razzle-dazzle” or “bait-and-switch”
preaching and ministry. Have you ever witnessed or experienced this kind of preaching? Describe the
situation and reflect on how you felt during and after the experience. Did you ever take the time to
figure out what felt uncomfortable or what did not agree with your theology, doctrine, or understanding
of the Bible?
Has the Holy Spirit ever prompted you to talk about faith or pray with someone who wasn’t a believer?
Did you follow through or shy away, why?
Do you worry about how eloquent you are or how strong your arguments are when you talk about the
gospel message of Jesus? Does this interfere with your ability or willingness to talk about Jesus or your
faith?
In his commentary Paul for Everyone: 2 Corinthians, N.T.  Wright says that Paul is very concerned
that there is no mistaking the servant for the master, pointing to Paul’s emphasis on unembellished
preaching and on using simple vessels, like jars of clay, as evidence. Similarly, in segment 3, Dave
Bast stated, “Don’t put on airs, and let the attention go to the treasure—to the Gospel itself; and that,
Paul says, will prove that it is God’s power that actually saves. I mean, if you are saved by human
eloquence, you can be unsaved by human eloquence.”  How can being aware of your
humanity/ordinariness, help prevent your weakness or fears from getting in your way of sharing the
gospel? Similarly, how can it help you keep your strengths from leading to pride and distracting from
the gospel?
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RELATED PASSAGES for further study

Ezekiel 37:1-14, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Romans 8:1-17

CONCLUSION

Spend time in prayer. Confess the times you may have ignored or questioned the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. Honestly bring your hesitations before the Lord and lay them at his feet. Pray for increased openness
to opportunities to share the gospel, for attentiveness to the movement of the Holy Spirit, and for the
confidence in Christ to be ready as his jar of clay.
Finally, pray that both your giftedness and imperfections would fade away and the treasure of his gospel
message would shine through you.
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