
Study Guide

Learning from the Sins of King David

What was I thinking? How did I let this happen? We usually ask these questions when a choice we make
leads to unwanted consequences. In the biblical story of David and Bathsheba, we find a sobering reminder
of the destructive power of sin and our deep need for God’s grace. In his complacency and desperation,
David compounds sin upon sin in a series of unsuccessful attempts to use his power as king to cover up his
wrongdoing. Our study of David’s fall and the consequences of his actions illuminates our path toward
honesty, repentance, and a life that pleases the Lord. Ultimately, we’ll discover hope that only God can
provide. 

AWARENESS Before listening reflect on what you already know or understand about topics we'll cover in
the episode.

How would you tell the story of David and Bathsheba to someone who has never heard it?
Do you think some conditions or mindsets make humans more susceptible to sin? Why or why not? 

LISTEN TO THE EPISODE: Learning from the Sins of King David

READ 2 Samuel 11

REFLECTION After listening, consider the following questions:

Have you ever compounded a sin by trying to cover or fix it like David? 
Why do you think we often first try to fix situations or stave off consequences ourselves rather than
repenting and asking for forgiveness and help?
In 1 Samuel 16:7, when the prophet Samuel is preparing to anoint the next king of Israel, God tells
him, “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart.” The story of David and Bathsheba reminds us that God sees both the good 
and the bad in our hearts. What does this truth mean to you?
At the end of segment 2, host Darrell Delaney says, “How often do I justify small compromises,
assuming there are no real consequences because nobody saw them? How often do I try to cover up
mistakes instead of confessing them? I realize this story is a way for us to confront these things in our
lives…the capacity we have for sin…” How would you answer his questions? 

RELATED PASSAGES for further study

James 1:14-15, Psalm 139:23-24, Psalm 51:10-12, Proverbs 27:17, Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 119:105, Matthew
4:1-11, Romans 6:1-14
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CONCLUSION

In segment 3, Darrell and host Scott Hoezee identify three critical lessons we can learn from King David’s
sins:

1. We need opportunities to come clean before God through confession and prayer.
2. We need a support system of accountability.
3. We need to align ourselves with God’s Word.

Where do you already embrace these lessons in your life? Which one would you like to cultivate and create
more space for? Close by sharing your reflections in prayer and asking God for the Holy Spirit’s presence
and guidance. 
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