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Jesus Bringsthe Kingdom of God Near

DARRELL DELANEY

I recently went to awedding where everyone was waiting with anticipation for the bride to enter. Then we all
stood as she entered. The atmosphere shifted; you could feel it. Conversations paused, eyes turned, and
suddenly everyone was aware that something special was happening. When Jesus began his ministry with the
stunning announcement that the kingdom of God has come near, something special was happening and
everyone could fedl it. In this episode of Groundwork, we explore what it meant for the kingdom to show up
in real time through healing, through justice, through welcome. The prophets foretold it; Jesus embodied it;
and now we areinvited to live it. Stay tuned.

SCOTT HOEZEE
Welcome to Groundwork, where we dig into scripture to lay the foundation for our lives. | am Scott Hoezee.

DARRELL DELANEY

And | am Darrell Delaney; and Scott, we are in episode two of our four-part series on the kingdom of God;
and God' s kingdom...this whole theme...it actually goes through the entirety of scripture. In the first
episode, we talked about the Old Testament and New Testament places. Of course, it was nowhere near
exhaustive, but it definitely shows that God did not just think this up at the end of the Bible, but it is
everywhere; and we are going to talk about in this episode how that kingdom is coming near through Jesus
and what he called usto do.

SCOTT HOEZEE

We often think of Jesus as ateacher...ahealer...amiracle worker, and he was all of those things; but from
the very beginning, his central message is about the kingdom of God. Thisis now from Mark 1:14, 15, right
after Jesus’ forty daysin the wilderness: After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming
the good news of God. 1 The time has come,” he said. “ The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!”

DARRELL DELANEY

So, that short sermon pretty much launches everything in Jesus ministry. That is the inauguration of the
kingdom of God right there. It echoes the Old Testament longings, and it fulfills the promise that the king is
here to make things right; and so, in the first episode that we did on this series, we actually went through
Isaiah Chapter 9:6 and we talked about how his governance has no end; and this right here, where he speaks
this, thisis where he fulfills that.

SCOTT HOEZEE

A lot of the time, we might wonder: What did it mean when Jesus said: The kingdom of God is at hand. The
kingdom of God is at hand, sinceit wasn't a political kingdom, and even today...actualy, if you saidto a
devout Jew today: Jesusisthe Messiah...heisthe King. They are going to say: Oh, yeah; really? Well, where
is his kingdom? Because it is not alocation on amap, aswe said in the first episode; and not everybody
knows that the kingdom is coming. So, | love how Dallas Willard used this great analogy. He talked about
how in the early 20th Century we had this thing called: Rural electrification, where we just unspooled miles
and miles and miles of black electric wire through the heartland and put them up on power poles; and so,
places that never had accessto electricity now did. So, Willard said: Y ou could point up to those wires and



say something like: Behold; electricity is at hand! But you had to tieinto it to have it do you any good; and
some people refused to let electricity come into their homes because they thought it would fry them or cause
fires. They thought it was dangerous, but eventually they were persuaded by their neighbors: No; it is safe; it
isgood; it makes life easier; you don’t have to wash clothes by hand anymore, and so forth. So, then they
hooked up. So, electricity was at hand, but you had to want to tie into it. The kingdom is at hand, but you
have to want to tieinto it to know that it is there, and how powerful and good it is.

DARRELL DELANEY
Oh, | love that analogy...| love that analogy; and what we are actually tying into isn't earthly power
structures...

SCOTT HOEZEE
Right.

DARRELL DELANEY

What we are tying into is the justice, the peace, and the righteousness that Jesus is talking about. He actually
makes it clear in Luke Chapter 4. It says.

16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue,
aswas his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling
it, he found the place where it is written: 18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has ancinted me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 1%to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 29Then he rolled up the
scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on
him. 21He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

SCOTT HOEZEE

WEéll, thereit is, from the prophet Isaiah. Some time ago, Darrell, here on Groundwork, we did a series on the
Gospel of Luke, and one of the things that we noted that is distinctive about L uke as opposed to Matthew or
Mark, and certainly John, isthat Jubileeis his big theme, right? This passage, really, from Isaiah isreally
talking about the year of the Lord’ s favor, which is the Jubilee year; and as we remember real quickly here,
once every 50 years*, Israel was to celebrate the Jubilee; atime which al debts were cancelled. Any
foreclosed property that had been forfeited is returned to the people who had it in the first place. So, Jubilee
was ayear to right all wrongs and to reset the economic clock and so forth; and therefore, it wasto be a
celebratory year. That iswhat Jesus is saying, that he has come now, and all of these good things are going to
start happening in his ministry: Today this scripture isfulfilled in your hearing.

DARRELL DELANEY
And | believe that he wants to extend those things beyond property and indentured servitude...

SCOTT HOEZEE
Right.

DARRELL DELANEY

And these debts that people had in the practical relationships with each other. He is extending this metaphor
to help them understand that spiritually speaking, he has come to release those from being captive; and what
he knows, even when he reads this, is that he is going to be going to a crossto pay for the sins of the world
and release them from the captivity of the enemy with a capital E. He knows that; that isa spoiler. So, heis
not going to go into that right now. The kind of kingdom that Jesusis bringing is liberation and healing and
good news to the poor; and it comes with confrontation; it upends expectations; and it does not being a
military revolt of a political campaign, because it isadifferent kind of areign.



SCOTT HOEZEE

By the way, the fact that things will not always go so well with Jesus—and it happens even in this
passage—at first, their eyes are fixed on him in the synagogue and he reads this. Then we read: Well,
everybody spoke well of him, but then some people said: Hey, isn't this just Joseph the carpenter’s son? Who
does he think he is? At the end of that, Jesus says some things that upset them enough that they try to throw
him off acliff, but Jesus gives them the dlip, of course. But if we needed areminder that the kingdom that
Jesusis bringing is not always going to be popular, even in this very passage in Luke 4, reminds us of that.
But it isinteresting, you know, it is one thing to have Isaiah say the Spirit of the Lord ison me. He has
anointed me; but to hear Jesus take those words on his lips, you realize that Jesus is the one whom is doing
all of these things, and that is really quite stunning.

DARRELL DELANEY
Yes; it isreally powerful to notice that; and so, Jesusis trying to expand their imagination on what the
kingdom of God is. It is not what they think it is, because their reference is Roman oppression...

SCOTT HOEZEE
Right.

DARRELL DELANEY

And political power, which we mentioned in the first episode; but Jesus is offering them something that is so
much more; and we want to talk about that when we continue our conversation about the kingdom. So, stay
tuned.

Segment 2

SCOTT HOEZEE

| am Scott Hoezee, with Darrell Delaney, and you are listening to Groundwork; and Darrell, we just saw that
Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom had arrived. It began coming...it was at hand in his very person; and we
just looked at Luke 4 and the very first sermon, if you will, or at |least the very first passage we read that
Jesus ever read in the synagogue from the prophecy of Isaiah declaring kind of the year of Jubilee; but now,
once Jesus gets going and calls his disciples, they get in on the act as well.

DARRELL DELANEY

S0, when Jesus sends out his disciples, he does not just give them words, he gives them a mission that
reflects the ministry that you are talking about, Scott. In Matthew 10, he makes it clear. He says: ™“Asyou
go, proclaim this message: ‘ The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; [and you] freely give.”

SCOTT HOEZEE

So, thereit is: The kingdom of heaven has come near. How do you know? Because people get healed, the
dead get raised, lepers get cleansed, demons get driven out, and so forth. | like the phrase there in Matthew
10:7: Asyou go...you know...

DARRELL DELANEY
Oh, | loveit.

SCOTT HOEZEE

Asyou go... Thisisarolling, ongoing proclamation of the kingdom. Everywhere you go...asyou go...you
just keep saying the same thing: The kingdom of heaven has come near.

So, what we see, Darrell, isthat it is not just a message. The kingdom isaway of life. The kingdom has come
near and the evidence is in what happens when the kingdom breaksinto real lives. We said in the first
episode of this series here on Groundwork, Darrell, another line from Dallas Willard: The kingdom is
whenever and wherever King Jesusis calling the shots. In your life, in my life, whenever that happens, we



arein the presence of the kingdom. It has come near; it has begun breaking into thisworld.

DARRELL DELANEY

Yes, anditisreally going oninreal timeandinrea lives. We get avivid picture of that in Matthew 8 and 9,
of how that looks. So, it says: (&Lwhen Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed
him. 2A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean.” 3Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he
was cleansed of hisleprosy.

So, the untouchabl e people that everybody thought were unclean, the kingdom can embrace these people, and
Jesusis not afraid, heis not going to flinch, and he is not going to avoid the actual moment, but he actually
leansinto it to heal and restore this man; and he does not care what people think about it, which is beautiful
because that is what the kingdom shows. The untouchable people can be touched.

SCOTT HOEZEE
Exactly; the structure of Matthew is very interesting. Matthew has five main teaching sections, and so, in this
case, we just had the Sermon on the Mount...

DARRELL DELANEY
Yes.

SCOTT HOEZEE
Matthew 5, 6, and 7. So, we had the Sermon on the Mount, and then those teaching segments in Matthew are
always followed by action segments. So, you get teaching—action; teaching—action...

DARRELL DELANEY
[0:11:00.2 ] That’syour lab

SCOTT HOEZEE

Y es, exactly; and what happens in the action sections? We see what was taught and acted. So, we are going
to get to the Beatitudes in the next part of this program. So, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught what
the kingdom of God looks like, and then in Matthew 8, we begin to see that in action: Here is what the
kingdom looks like on the ground. Here iswhat | was just teaching you about in the Sermon on the Mount;
thisiswhat it looks like.

DARRELL DELANEY

So, physical barriers are not an issue for the kingdom of God; racial and class barriers are not an issue with
the kingdom of God, because we have a centurion...a Roman soldier...who represents the Empire, comesto
Jesus and asks for help, and this person has a faith that astounds Jesus. In Matthew Chapter 8:10, it says:
When Jesus heard this, (the faith that the man has) he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly |
tell you, | have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 13[Then Jesus said to the centurion,] “ Go!
Let it be donejust as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.

Of course, the context is the centurion has a servant who was sick. He says: Hey, | need you, Jesus, to speak
aword and this person will be healed. Y ou don’'t have to come to my house. | know how authority works. |
am a man under authority; and he says: That kind of faith is what the kingdom of God is all about, and that is
an astounding moment; and Jesus made sure that we didn’t missit.

SCOTT HOEZEE

Exactly; and | think we don’t appreciate it as much as the people on the ground at the time would have. How
loathsome Roman centurions were; they were the enemy. They would shake people down; they took bribes.
o, for Jesus, you said, you know, the kingdom crosses borders. Thisis abigger border crossing than what
we appreciate today because of who that centurion represented; but Jesus doesn’t bring just healing, he brings
hope. So, in Matthew 9 we see it again and again: the bleeding woman who touches the hem of his robe and
isinstantly healed; two blind men call out for mercy and Jesus opens their eyes, a mute man speaks again;



the dead are raised. Each miracle is more than just compassion, Darrell. It isasign that the kingdom is
crashing into the broken systems of thisworld.

DARRELL DELANEY

And Jesusis actually showing, just like you said, he taught it and now he is demonstrating it, so that people
know...okay, thisis what we are looking for. The kingdom of God can actually bring healing to disease; the
kingdom of God can actually cast demons out of a person; that ishow it is. What | like to add, Scott, isthe
fact that we often pray the Lord’ s Prayer: Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth asit isin heaven.
Thereis not sickness or illness or any of that going on in his kingdom; and so, heis breaking into the broken
systems of thisworld to restore back to what it should be...what life should be like...and thisiswhat Jesusis
showing.

SCOTT HOEZEE

That kind of kingdom talk is all over the place in what we call the synoptic gospels. Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. In John’s gospel, you hardly ever read the word kingdom. It is different with John 3:3, where Jesusis
talking to Nicodemus: “Very truly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
But what you do get in John is what is sometimes called a realized eschatology, where the kingdom of God
in John’s theology isjust above our heads and it keeps poking its way into our world; and that is why John 2-
11 iscaled the Book of Sgns. It isfrom the changing of water to wine all the way to the raising of Lazarus.
John calls those miracles signs because they are like arrows that point to the presence of the kingdom. Oh,
the kingdom is just above us, and Jesus turns water into wine: BOOM! That is an arrow of the kingdom,
poking right through reality. He raises Lazarus from the dead: BOOM! That is an arrow. The kingdom isin
your midst. So, that is how John doesit.

DARRELL DELANEY

I love how John doesiit, because heis basically like a news reporter who is saying: | am not trying to argue
with anybody. | am explaining to you and reporting to you what has happened so that you might believe that
heisthe Son of God and who he says he is; and Jesus himself embodies that kingdom, and we are called to
do that same thing when we are called to act in love and extend mercy and include the marginalized, and
restore dignity. We are called to live that kingdom mission that Jesus sent his disciples on, because that is
what we want to be.

SCOTT HOEZEE

Exactly; aswe just said alittle while ago in this program, the kingdom is alifestyle, right? The kingdom
shows up when Jesus is calling the shots as our king; and we see that all over the place. It has not fully come
yet. Not every lame person walks, not every person who dies gets raised like Lazarus did, and even Lazarus
died again. So, it is not everywhere yet, but when we see signs of it, it gives us hope...it gives us hope.

Well, in the final segment, let’s explore alittle bit more how being in the kingdom challenges usto live
differently today. So, stay tuned.

Segment 3

DARRELL DELANEY
Y ou are listening to Groundwork, where we dig into scripture to lay the foundation for our lives. | am Darrell
Delaney.

SCOTT HOEZEE

And | am Scott Hoezee; and we just said, Darrell, that, particularly in John's gospel, when those miracles
happened, they were signs...arrows pointing to the reality of the kingdom crashing into our world; but it is
not just miracles that we look for. They are great if you see them, but it isalso our lifestyle, anditis
something we live. Sometimes, when somebody refers to somebody hitting a baseball realy long, they will
say: He hit that ball from here to kingdom come! Well, that makes it sound like kingdom come is afuture
reality, but the kingdom is already here. It is our present reality, not one only in the future.



DARRELL DELANEY
So, you went temporal on that with the time, with present and future; and | am going to with geographicaly.
Some people think it isfar from us...

SCOTT HOEZEE
Right.

DARRELL DELANEY

In the distance somewhere, down by the horizon somewhere. Actually, when Jesus says the kingdom of God
has come near, heis literally bringing it into our here and now, every day calling us to live and serve and
proclaim the kingdom of God in our lifestyles. So, that iswhat heis calling usto do.

SCOTT HOEZEE

We said just afew moments ago that in Matthew’ s gospel there are blocks of teaching followed by blocks of
action stories and miracles; and the first big block of teaching is the Sermon on the Mount, which we have
done a series on here on Groundwork: Matthew 5-7; but Jesus begins with what you could kind of call a
kingdom manifesto...avision of aradically different life in what we call the Beatitudes...Matthew 5:

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2
and he began to teach them. He said: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirsis the kingdom of heaven. 4
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. °Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. 5Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled. /Blessed are the
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirsis the kingdom of heaven.

DARRELL DELANEY

Well, | love how Jesusis redefining what blessed is here in these passages; because if you ask any of these
peopleif they felt blessed, they probably would tell you no. If you look at how society might look at these
people, they might pity them, they might have sympathy, but they would not certainly call them blessed. So,
Jesus is redefining, by the kingdom of God, what this new relationship looks like, and it is not just a nice set
of traits, but God is actually flipping the script here. He is showing the ones that the world looks over, |eaves
out: the poor, the oppressed, they are the ones who are blessed. So, it isreally interesting how Jesus does that.

SCOTT HOEZEE
Exactly; basically, when you are in the kingdom of God, you are flying upside down by the world’s
standards, right?

DARRELL DELANEY
Yes.

SCOTT HOEZEE

The ones that we would call losers, they are the ones who are going to be shown mercy. They will see God;
they will be children of God; they will inherit the earth and all of those things. Those who are sorrowful for
now will be comforted and will laugh later, and so forth. So, it is describing a kingdom unlike any kingdom
here on this earth; but it is not just about private life. So, right after the Beatitudes, Jesus calls us to make the
kingdom visible.

Matthew 5, continuing here: 14 Y ou are the light of the world. A town built on ahill cannot be hidden. 1°
Neither do people light alamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 161n the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.



DARRELL DELANEY

When | graduated from college, | went to Kuyper College, and they gave us these little lamps like this. And
that verse is on the lamp. It is an inscription to remind us that the training that we got...the blessing that God
has given us...we are designed to let that light shine. That was our role, to become kingdom citizens and
embody what that means. It means we shine our lightsin the dark. We are not ashamed of it; we don't hide it;
and we don't gloat, but we allow God to use us when we are the ones who are showing compassion to the
poor and we are grieving with those who grieve; and we walk in humility and not pride. These are ways that
we can let our light shine; and Jesus makes sure that we don’t forget these things.

SCOTT HOEZEE

And when we did that Groundwork series on the Sermon on the Mount, we noted this then, too: Thislight
image comes right also after the salt image: (Verse 13)y ou are the salt of the earth. So, Jesus does not say you
are going to become the light of the world. Jesusis not saying work hard to seeif you can achieve being
light. No; you are the light of the world. In the indicative there: You are...likeitisafact...

DARRELL DELANEY
Bewho you are.

SCOTT HOEZEE

Right; be who you are; and don't try to hideit. If you just let it go, you are already now the light of the world.
The kingdom of God...also called the kingdom of heaven in Matthew’ s gospel, by the way, but the kingdom
islight in adark world and we are bearers of that light.

DARRELL DELANEY

S0 al'so, Jesus is not going to quit with that teaching. He continues on when he teaches them in Matthew 6
how to pray, and we alluded to this earlier. It says: %Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 1%your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth asit isin heaven.

So, itisnot just arequest to escape the challenges of the world or to move away from it, but it is
actually...we want to see the world being transformed by the kingdom of God that is already established up
in heaven. We want to see it on earth here, and it comes through his people so that we can live out those
heavenly values of justice, peace and mercy. They shape our lives and then we shape the lives of those
around us.

SCOTT HOEZEE

This most famous of all prayers. | think we sometimes misunderstand this part of the prayer, Darrell. So, we
think: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come... Okay, that isin the future. Y our
will be done on earth asit isin heaven... Yes, we want God’ s will to be done here on earth... No; both of
those things go together...

DARRELL DELANEY
Yes.

SCOTT HOEZEE

Y our kingdom come on earth asit isin heaven. Just skip over the “your will be done,” thing and just
recognize that both are present redlities. Y our kingdom come...now...on earth asit isin heaven. So
obviously, thinking about the kingdom coming, that is not looking to a future escape from the world, like we
are going to get raptured out of this, or something. It is to transform the world now to look more like the
kingdom.

DARRELL DELANEY
Y es; so, thinking about the kingdom in real time, | like how you brought that out, making sure that we know
it is here and now; not somewhere down in the distant future. Now, Jesus makes this clear in Luke 17, when



he reminds them. He says: 290nce, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21nor will people
say, ‘Hereitis,’ or ‘Thereitis,’ because the kingdom of God isin your midst.”

Right here now. It might not always be obvious, Scott. It might not be pointed out to you, but it is here
among us, just like you just mentioned.

SCOTT HOEZEE

Exactly; we are going to pick up Luke 17 in the next program in this series as well because it is such avery,
very important verse. It is among us. We cannot build the kingdom. Sometimes ministers, you know: Let’s
go forth and build the kingdom! We cannot build the kingdom...only God...only Jesus can build the
kingdom; but we can display the kingdom to our neighbors. That also will require, Darrell, that we will have
to see the world through kingdom eyes, and that means we cannot ignore injustice. We have to confront it
with grace. We cannot hoard our resources. We have to share them with joy. We should not despair in the
dark times. We cling to the hope that the king is present and is still at work.

DARRELL DELANEY

| love how you said we don’t build the kingdom. | mean, if we are honest, it has already been built, and Jesus
is showing people: Hey, the kingdom of God is near; it isright here; and we as kingdom citizens...if welive
thisway...we understand there is a tension between already and not yet. | mean, alot of people notice this,
that there are some good things happening, but then, it is not here fully. And so, the kingdom has come near
in Jesus, but we still live in the tension of that. If you think of like a Venn diagram, where they both overlap
each other, you can see it inbreaking, but it is not fully yet. That is where we lean into what is already
breaking through. How we live is very important.

SCOTT HOEZEE

We live as the citizens of the kingdom that is near, thanks be to God.

Well, thank you for listening and digging deeply into scripture with Groundwork. We hope you will join us
again next time as we let Jesus teach us about the values of the kingdom of God by examining his parables.
Connect with us now at groundworkonline.com to share what Groundwork means to you, or tell us what you
would like to hear discussed next on Groundwork.

DARRELL DELANEY

Groundwork is alistener supported program produced by ReFrame Ministries. Visit reframeministries.org
for more information or to find more resources to encourage your faith. We are your hosts, Darrell Delaney
and Scott Hoezee.

*Correction: Inthe audio of this episode, host Scott Hoezee misspoke and said jubilee year was once every
70 years, when he meant to say every 50 years.
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